EXACT FAMILY HISTORY r: BUG THAT WILL PROBABLY BITE YO

THE

BUG
(ENLARGED)

black and extremely polgonous In-

sect, hus been rerrorizing the Dlgtriot
of Columbla for a fortnight. Appearing
first In Washlngton, it has spend sonth
Inth WVirglnia anil north Inth Maryland.
Now It has crossed the Delaware and In-
viaded New Jersey, Several cases of pol-
soning from Its Bite have already oceurrend
ln New York, and fear s belng expressed
by physiclane that the troublp may Be ns
serlons here as it was in the Chpltal

Washington Is still suffering from the
polsonous Insect. Secores of persons have
been sung by this Insect within the
fortnight.  The plugue as et shows
no sign of abating. On the contrary,
It seems to be Juercusing nt an wlarnilog
rate. The spmploms of the persong whe
are suppised to have bedy stung by the In-
sevt ave of {lie hipst vlolent nnture, nod
the muthad In whilch che |njury {8 lnletel
Is pectllor In the extréme. The present
epldomie Is the first of the Klng ever te-
corded cither 1n the history of medicine or
of elithmology,

The trouble to Washington first. became
apparent when 4 wan wos taken to the
Bmeviency Hospital In thot clty. Hia faca
dad eves wire severely swollen. The skin
over the luthimed part was rod and dlstend-
ed ilmost to the poist of hursting,

The putlent deglared thut e bad yetlred
the nlght before fooling as well sis b evir
bal o his life; Hp awakoued torward Yha
mldidle of the night 1o Al his jew swell-
Ing rapldiy. while hls eyes wope Eranuly
belng foreed Iepethelr by the rapld nflaim-
maslan which %ne thking place, EF inorn-
log he was'unghble to &P,

The phrslelids found no ihrasion or
puncture of the skiuy, They were per-
plezed and Atally treateq the case as one
of pervoys digorder, Soothing remedies
were apnlled, und withio thirty-six hours
The patient wus disclinrged.

After fhint the trouble commenced to pe
comie epidemic, (ase after case  wis
bronight to the ‘hospital for treatwent, The
symptoms were invarlably the syme, T
persons alllfeted come from ull Wilks of
Hfe mod were-of both colors, The &lmi-
lapity of the stories tol] Ly the differept
patlents  was  remnrkable, Tnvaelubly
they went to bed without feellng dlsorder
of any kind. During the night they wetn
awpkened by n swelllng In some part
the fhee or bonds. Usunlly this waz ae-
compuiited: by little pain, although the 1o
colivenlémer cdused was very great. The
one exceptlon was the ense of an oxpress
drlver, wito was Iylng In his wagon fslesp
about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, He
awoke suddenly and found
had commenced to swell shut,
short tréatizent he recovered,

THE Melanolestes picipes, a small,

w47

Washington newspapers took up the case.
Varlons thebrles were formed by the elti-
zens and plivsielnyg as 16 the cange of the
disorier, Owing to the unusunlly large crop
of strawberrles and thelr great consump.
tlon dy Waghington this senson, adherents
were galved to the Idea that the tronble
was Httle more thsn an agapevnted opi-
demle of strawberry brish. The color of
the swollen parts and the readiness with
whieh the trouhle gave woy to frestment

tutsed many citizens to ndhere 1o this he- 0F on other Ingects. Thelr partleular prey 15 the eaterpiliar. 1
Others belleved that the trouble was Rave seen an Ingect of this family Insert Its heak nto the body

Nef,
eansed by the sting of gome mysterions In-
seef: The eminent physiclang at the Buer-
‘gonoy  Hosplin: stood dooghtlly
oripinn]l dlaghogis thit the
coused by nervons dlgopdor.
Trellowed that

the swelllpgs In the

Hps,

by thelr taklpg eold Jo the parts ladieated.

The yeal canse, however, wins lald have by
a Mrp. Schwarvtz, who I8 connectod wlth the
division of entotnelogs of the Doepnptmént
af Agriculture. This gentloman whlle sit-

Blze of a hee, Belng Interested in matters
pertaining  to lusects, ‘he - Instituted a
sedarell of hls premises and sucoeeded in
capturing & brace of the bothersome nnd
dingerouy lttle disturbers. On examinn-

(Copyright, 1859, by tha New York J‘onmn.l and Advertiaer§

JAMONOLESTES

STINGER
or

PICiPES. L OMITHSONIAN
GREATLY INsTITUTION,
MAGNITIED. WASHINGTON.

HOW THE BUG PLIES HIS TRADE AS WE sScUmicen—Anl THE EFFECT IT HAS NEXT MORNING.

WHAT THE MELANOLESTES PICIPES IS,

BY PROF. WiLLIAM H. ASHMEAD, Entomologist of the Snithsonian Instituation and Natfonal Museum.

T

half membranoas and hnlf coreacons.

The family is o large one nnd gives under the geneial name of

Reduviidiue. The members ferd elflier on

of 0 eaterpillar and verltably suek it dey:

The reduvildne are found I nll purts of the country as far
by thelt sgooth as Central Mexleo and as far perth #s New England,
trouble wns Poth the sen cnast And the mounthiing serve these Ingects as
St others gwelling plices. In New Jeminy twn distinet species of the
family are foungd—the plelpes abdominalis and the pleipes mela-
“cheeks and eyes of the pptlents were eaticed polestes. These are alzo found in New York-and Pennslvania.

As g rule thy melunolostes plelpes mokes his Lhome undep the
The Insect rin% with great swiftness. nnd

bark of rotten trees,

15 hprd to eateh on that acepunt. [t Ules

I the Inv¥vae state tliese ereatnres resomble somewhat the

common bedbug. In faet, In the States of

of ting o his study during the post week woas and In all the Southwestern country whers considernble ANTHOY-
gnddenly stiung by o blpek nrect about the gneo and suffering nre cavsed by its depredations,

kaown as the "Great Big Bedbug.”

Ar, Schwirtz underwent quick treatment

that his oyes tlon he found that they were nothing more and did not suffer to nny great estent from
Aftor o or less thin members nf that wire epecies the stlng he recelved. Haod the wound

Im that scetlon of the coun-
try ‘these creatures are more pumerous and moie fired than

HIB fierte little erenture belongs to the specles désignated those found in the East.
Hemiptra, the Greek word for half-wingesd,
noticed on examination that the wings of the insccts are

It will be

the jolees of plants

Aocommon. capse of annoyance 158 the

attacks whish they make on clickens.

I was open Lirten Ly one of the melanolestes nnd the swelllng
which followed proved quite painfui
polsonous secretion, whish 1f {njects tlirough Its beak Into the
body of Its vietim. Moreover, while It does not a3 4 rille prey
opon the bodles of wirm
blooi In case it eomes inty gomtuet with them.

The Imgect has o very

Lilnoded animals, & wlil sick thetr

I do mot think that there Is any reason for people through the

mostly nt nlght.
Californta and Texns

It I8 eomimonly

T

case would bave bieen chronleled with the
others.

According to reports pecetved In speclal

East generally to fear that the present reported epidemic will
become muel wibre seejois:
lence of the melandlestes this year Is the great abiindance of
losect life to be found everyrwhere.
species tb pray upon caterpllinrs and other Infect pests,
with the dlsappearauce of these the melonolestes w1l disappent
also, Agaln, nature has provided milions of parasites which in
turn feed upon thin insect nnd destroy 1ts cogs.

Tt would be entirely out of the guestion for mankind o at-
tempt ‘to stop the present epldemfe
the Inkeet pest |8 goltig to perepse In still grewter numbers
people will merely be oblliged to arand’ M= yavacer and moke
the best of the sliuation.
me'apolestes has chosey the
work, fs people are necessarlly wmore at his mercy when sleep-
Ing than when awake.

The probable cnitee of the preva-
Natvre Lzs provided rlils
figd

by wrtificlal ‘methods. It

It is pecdliarly uidorinzale that the
nlght to follow jt2 wischipvous

ters recelved at the Smithsonion Institution
and the Agrienlters) Department. the me-
lanolestes: pleipes * seem to be swesplng

known to selcnes g8 Melnnalemes pieipes, been inflicted In bis sleep, bowever. his dispatches to the lbeal papers and to let- over the countty from the South. News
JAME‘S BRONN P F n‘rqte: ferslonul trluululll. Her performance of
"Of the two plitures whieh Is the more @ladl, In "The Thres Musketeers," was

(Continued from Page Nine.)

wlse, to the theatre. The castumes whileh
Mre. Patter wore ag Bgypt's  Immortal
Queesn wore splendid, bur yet more pemyrk-
able for transparency. In the list net shis
minde 4 stortling display of reallsm, which
was by bher friends atrributed to neryous-
ness ueld by her enemles to an averwhelng-
Ing desire to galn notorlsty. She tore ihe
tight drapery whiblh covered her bosom and
exposed to' i surprlsitg extent the bare
flesh, on wlilch she placed the deadly asp,

It wius durlng the Cleopaten perfod that
Mrs, Potter made the famous remark thet
slie was polng “to elevate the stage.” This
Incensed equally her nld nnd her uew ns-
Eoclttes,

&he then formed o theatrionl pnrtnenhlp
with Kyrle Bellew, the well-known etor,
who had been an idol of the matinee glel,
Bellew, wlhose chnraoter hud been the sub-
dect of much eritlcisin, was tn netor bF tu'-
ent and ‘a man' of cultlvatlop. Iis nsune
cintion with Mrs. Potter higs dane hnim to
his earcer. Now that ghe has gdlned siic-
cess she has separnted from hhw, and Le,
at mlddle age, 8 alout where hoe hafag.

New York soclety having glven them the
cold sloulder,  Mrs. Porter anidl Bellew
started on-n lang: tour around the world.
They went wherever an audiencs undup-
atandipg the English langonge ‘could e
sathered together. In Australly they lind 4
remarkable success, and, altdgether, thelr
enterprige was quite fortunate,

When Mrs, Potter reappeared in Lofdon

4 secend fime she had 4 much warmer re-
ception than on the firkt on::mlnn aud ghow-
ed qnarkad \miprovement &3 an getress. In
de she came Bhick to New Yotk again.
Amang other plays, slhe gave Zolw's “The-
rese  Ragoln,"” which' sgnt o shuflder
through ber relatives and formor acquaint-
anves.

Mrs. Forter had estabilshed Her appenp-
anve in the theatricsl world when bher
fatherin-daw died in Loudon in 1807,
his will ke not gniy oxcluded her from auy
bewit In Lis estote, but also “nny obildzay

In’

pf my gon Jumes Brown Potter that may
be born to him by the sald Com Unqubprr
Motter after July 1, 1880." Here was a dlse
tinet peference to the possibillty of her
miscondutting berself, whioh, embodied In
i will, must Bive been very painfal to hev,

In the same yoear Mre. Potter wrote o
very remarkable statement for the SBuoday
Journal, in whieh she undertook to justify
hevsell for all the saerifioes shes ol wnde
and for all the abuse she hnd sullered,

Tt wits un lnteresting dovnment. Aliep
deseribing * ler uepless soclety e, she

enviable and creditable—dre. Potter of
ten yeirs go, atronleed by @ set and
dowdlitiz throush g useless existencs, or
Mis, Prtter of to-tiy, the workwoman,
krown and Joved apd greeted wherever
the Epglish languaze ls spoken?

“Work puts o wormon Deyond the neces-
ity 0f usking favors—minkes her Inde:
pendent—and [ndependencs fg A great de-
stroyer ol tempintion. Laborare vst ovare,”

Bl pafelred b her father-in-law ns ope
Of “those gnclety dawdlers who have re-
viled me from beyond the grave."

Slyee thar time Mrs, Potter's efireer has
beent one of uninterrupted soclal and pro-

AUTOMOBILE QOAT FOR:

veuted Is en gutomeblle pont for
lodge puiposes,  The Inventor 18
Tony Groneudyke, af Cldepgo,  Gronen-
dyke Is a mgmbeit (1 good standlig of
gome Afteen Siferent secvet sovloties in
which goats ard used In the initlatory peve-
motler,  Heobas an Invensyve mind, and
severil discrreal apptinnees syhiel) he con-
celved nid perfected are In goneml use;
The trauble and gxpense of keeping a
goay Iy & Indge. room amid (he numeraps
palntii accldents to the anlmatls feom the
hatd work they ave catled npen to porform
ciused Gronendyke to turn Lis atteution to
inventing o substiiute. It Is so  gaturnl
and Ufellke that the boys in the Raimlbor.

‘]rmﬂ Intest electrienl Gevice to be In-

Uood theow tla eans iwnder Its nose apd
arp digappointeld that 1t does not eatr fhem.
The zoat s o contrived thatl avee ser in
mation It gaes 1o olveles, the size of which
ate regulated by (lmy whoels. whicli can be
sel to keep the polmal within eireumseribeg
Hmits. Tu n telol of the maeline 2rtnvday
night six ex-members of the Flesp 1inole
Cavaley, men who had conquoered many
stif-pecked and stiffleggel  Ligh-jnmplng
cavaley lorses, whiol wete sdld (o the
Government: us “regular rockliiz horses,”
wore thrown ope alter another be o fle
goat and Uueked all over the bilek ynrd.
Growendyhke has fizures to prove tlit
theve are 43,0978 scoror socleties in the

INITIATION  PURPOSES, -

ln econferring the degroes;, and as be can
supply nn antomoblle bewhlekered, bledt-
Ing. buoking bllly for o alight advinee In
prive on the real anlingl, dbd It ean e
kept o thi Tedige voom without aliy ox-
pettse wlaterves, e expeets (o db a radh-
Ing Lnsitess In thely manpfasture,

He Hos wmade ppolleatlon to the com-
mittee of the Antumy Festlval for permls-
£lon 10 glve an exRibition of a-fock of
antonteblle goats In the stadiom for ope
evenltg ‘diriie the week, He thinks by

offering a4 Hberd! prize to any ene wha

succepds I dige one of the electric nul-
mals guie around the course in the staditm
e con Interest alie andience and make bis

_'Cnlt'«l Htales to which zodte are vecessiry inveution knows to all the wonid,

the theatrical event ol the senson Ligfore
last In London, The Prince of Wules wont
to-sep her, aceompinled by 4ll his set, und
pald” her the moel fatieving attentlbons.

Later stie wet the Mvinge at the Daolivss
of Dievpusiilve’s recoption. where the aufos
eritt of English society agnln showed his
wartn personal tegard for Leér, He mpde
hér the leading “soclety actress™ of Eng-
land anil ralsed ber to A position higher
than that ecenpied by Mrs, Lapgor o ber
heyday. He bas declared ber to be the
moit beautlful woman of the day, and he
bas spent sl his Life im (He quest of
beaaty.

Only the other day Mrs, Totter was o
lending figure at the Chnrlty Baraay, wlere
Lady Randolph Chibelill, Miss May Goelst,
Mrs. Arthur Paget and nll the leading lights
of Anglo-Ameslvan goclety did thelr best jo
be capspieuons,

She I8 not only faimous _nnd suceessful In
Ler professlon, but she bas prospered doan-
ciilly. To-duy ghe |8 rjich and (ndependont.

From a pively materinl point of view Mra.
Porter. eovtalndy neeldl mot regret that shoe
left her husband for the stage,

Hey hnaband, apparently, fopls that b=
bos emdnved bis lonellness long onpugh apd
thnt o bosenined oorlghe o obey tlie In.
pulses of his lonrn.

It only temalns to by suid that on Mrs:
Potter's last vislt to New Yerk slie hag-
péngd to mesl het dnugbter, P, on the
stpeet it storte! 7o embrace her. The
Fuung woman repulsed bes
for you,™ she sali

% do not cure |
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reporter, stated that e had heard of &
number of enses of the epldemic durlng the
eonurse of the past few weeks, but Lad
only treated a single case. This was an
exceptional onei !nnmut‘h as the patients
a well-known Washington lady, while iring
awake at pight, felt a dacidod stiop from
the bug or insact that inflicted the Ininry.
She toll Dy, Johnson that the sting wos
glven about the tmldile of the night, and
when he arrived 14 response. to o egll
about O o'clock In thes mornitg the pKe
tlent’s Hp was swollen almost heyond ree-
oznitlon. Vir. Johnmon states that It Was
three days hefore he wds able to subdne
the swelllng espsed by the poldbnous. lliﬂl
of the insect.
The Goyernment entomologiste at M
Agricniiural Deportmaent state that the
y melenoleztes does ot mean harm oAby
Buman orentures with, wbieh 1 Zomw
I eontpet ond who suffer frem| I
sting. Tt 1s supplied with o Jong
sharp beak, and It exists on the ilﬂm
of other insects and bugs, sucking the
blood fre thelr living badles.  IE 8 ‘only
necldental, they state, when It bltes -'l.mlg
biooded animile. Nevertheless, the
turee have @ hablt of sticking thelr
bosel into auFthlug living ot dead wmtr
which they may come In eontmet: Neodless
to gay that this promiscuous proling serves
to necumulats a lnrge amount of broterlal’
polson, Thls polssn Inserted benenth the
skin in the puneturing process Drings about |
undesirable and even dingeroys results, |
The melancledtes may De geierilly o=
serihed as a black insect, about i Lalf Inch™
In length, with'a body resemblthe thar af
the Deetie. Instead off juses of plagsr
however, the pest ik a lopg, sharp
It f= supplied with wings, which sllow _t
fiy about nt pleasmre, and, to enter '
vooms of slecpers at wiil. Is fight
Dbug is nolseless, and it s while bat'
wround bedrooms that [t gemersily co.
Into eoutact with sleepers and infiices
poxfons sting. An unfortpnafe mﬂlﬁ
of the insect |5 that 1t seems to be It
attracted by lght, add 1t 18 by dark ﬂh;
mast of its damage s done.
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has reached Washington of an ontbirenk of
the Insect epldemle In Baltlmore, and a
teport to the Agricaltural Department tells
of the ease of a gentleman ln Wilmington.
Pel, who was zeverely stung by ane of the
Insects whlle sitting ot the supper table o
Hetle over a week ago, The tronhie has
spread genernlly throughour Marriand, and
is roamlng over Intp New Jersey aud Peau-
gvlvanla. A fear has hepn expressed that
the peat will toke in o)l of the New Juorsey
and Atlantle const Summer resorts,

The worst part of such n possible state
of nffairs j& that mountaln resorts canaot
gunrantee [mmunity from the melonolesies
piclpes in the sane egre-free marnner with
which tlhey Insupe agalnst tosquitoes, o
the waods and mountiin rocks &re the nn-
tlve binnis of the creaiure, and It Uves
and thrives as well In the uplands as In
the lowlands.

The trauble In Washington hay been
treated mostly by private physieians, ak
thotigh  many cases bave been reporied
frcin the hospitaols, At the Emerzency
Hospltal ajone the foilowlng persons have
been treated duving the past few daya:
John Talbot, No, 2017 Green Court; Henry
Hichkards, No. 201 N street, N. W.; Charles
Armsread, No. 1721 Harxes Court; Heory
Freeman, No. 2550 Twenty-fifth stvect, N.
W.; Willam Simple; No. 827 Fremont
street; Sarall Gorham, Washington Court;
M. P. Currey, No. 1114 Florida avenue, N,
W.i Johh Vigal. No. B Dunno Court, and
Leépoy Harkins, No, 624 Twelfth . strietl,
N. W.

The Ueslumblan Hospltal and other horpl-

ke
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tals nleo report & number of tagps, Dr. H. RELIEF .wtia
L, E. Johnson, one of Washington's best-
known ]lh\‘nll'!ums. In wonversation with a AT mm
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